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PUBLIC POLICY IN 2013 
   Passage of Amendment 64 may have been a wake-up call to many public officials at the city and county levels throughout Colorado. Places like Douglas and Weld counties have already approved moratoriums on new marijuana shops. The moratoriums are seen by far-sighted local officials as necessary because Amendment 64 “does not expressly prohibit Amsterdam-style ‘coffee shops’ or businesses that allow you to consume marijuana onsite.” These two factors are perceived by the opponents of legalization as glaring flaws in Amendment 64, although not the only flaws. 
   The Colorado Bar Association released this assessment of Amendment 64: “Public consumption of marijuana, as well as driving under the influence of marijuana, will remain a crime in Colorado.” 

   Drafters of Amendment 64 were clearly oblivious of a hard-fought battle on cigarette smoking, or more likely, chose to ignore it. Amsterdam-style “coffee shops” and businesses allowing consumption on-site would immediately be in conflict with Colorado’s public-place smoking ban. 

   No doubt, there are enough marijuana users to keep a certain number of “businesses” profitable, but those whose minds have not been compromised by drug use are still entitled to the protection of Colorado’s smoking ban. Of course, proponents will claim non-users can just choose to not enter into such establishments. Boulder has taken what must now be designated as the “cigarette” smoking ban one step further, and has banned cigarette smoking in certain outdoor places. 
   How long will it be before marijuana smokers are demanding an exception? No doubt, the rhetoric would sound something like this:  “Yeah, first hand and second hand cigarette smoke are really bad for you and cause lung cancer, but marijuana smoke is perfectly safe,” and proceed to extol all the grand and glorious benefits of marijuana.  
   Amendment 64 was drafted with other glaring flaws but we’ll leave those for another day except for this. Give thought to this aspect:  Where in Amendment 64 is there provision for the added burden of public health costs down the road – was not that the persuasive factor in passing the cigarette smoking ban.  

   As Gilpin County begins the New Year with a new member of its Board of County Commissioners, hopefully the rights and safety of non-drug users will not be thrown under the bus just to accommodate those whose minds are already “compromised” by drug use.

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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